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Abstract

This study aims at: identifying Palestinian journalists' attitudes towards investigative
journalism ethics in Palestine and the extent to which the journalists are committed to
the investigative journalism ethics, highlighting the nature of professional and ethical
problematic issues endured by the investigative journalists, and presenting
suggestions for promoting the investigative journalism ethics in Palestine.

The study belongs to the descriptive researches type, where the researcher adopted
the survey approach. Within its frame, the media practices survey method was
employed. The researcher also adopted the social responsibility theory. Data was
collected using two tools; a questionnaire (investigative form) which was distributed
to an available sample consisted of (76) respondents selected from journalists who
practice investigative journalism within media institutions inside the Palestinian
governorates, and an in-depth interview.

The study concluded with several results, the most important of which are:

1. The journalists considerably approved that the investigative journalists should
maintain the confidentiality of the investigation-related information sources
fearing that the source might be chased by the concerned parties of the
investigation exposure. This approval came by (87.60%).

2. The journalists considerably approved that the investigative journalists'
reliance on secret sound recording and video tapping is justified only if work
circumstances and the difficulty in gathering information require such act.
This approval came by (74.40%).

3. The journalists highly approved that the investigative journalists might
disguise to access information and to attain the required objective. This
approval came by (72.80%).

In light of the above results, the study reached a set of recommendations, the
most important of which are:

1. The investigative journalists should receive training courses on investigative
journalism ethics.

2. ltis necessary to enact legislations that guarantee the investigative journalists
have the right to access information.

3. It is important to introduce a clear vision of investigative journalism ethics
through the participation of investigative journalists in forming this vision
and presenting their suggestions.
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